Harvard African Languages Program

Language: Tirgrinya
Instructor: Mulugeta

Theater Night

Students: Helen Hailemariam, Saron Meressi, and Selam Anwar

Précis: A Habesha Restaurant is a restaurant that serves the cultural, and traditional, dishes of communities in
Eritrea and Ethiopia. This act will highlight the cultural experiences many engage with when eating at a Habesha
Restaurant — and in communal spaces beyond. Continue to listen to learn more about Eritrean and Ethiopian

cultural dishes, community, and gatherings.

TITLE: Food and Culture: A Habesha Restaurant Experience

English

Helen: How have you been, Saron?

Saron: I'm good! How are you? How is school?
Helen: | have been good, praise god! School is
good, a little hard but that's okay. How is your
family?

Saron: My family is good. They went back to
Eritrea last week. How is your family?

Helen: My family is good. My sister is away at
school right now, but my little brother and sister
are growing up.

Saron: Very good! Let's find a seat near the
window. It is sunny outside.

Helen: Ok!
Helen: What do you want to eat?
Saron: I'm not sure.

Helen: My favorite food is tibsei (qlwa sga).
What's your favorite food?

Saron: My favorite food is brsn.

Helen: Really, | don’t think | like that. | prefer
Tibsei (glwa sga) all the time.

Saron: No, brsn is always my 1st pick.

Selam: Welcome, here is our menu! Let me
know if you need help with anything.
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Helen: Wow, they have some great options.

Saron: Yea, there are so many. | wonder how
the food is made.

Helen: Should we ask the waiter?

Saron: Yes. Waiter!

Selam: Are you guys ready to order?

Helen: Not yet, we did have questions tho.
Selam: Okay, what would you like to know?
Saron: What is the best food? What's the worst?

Selam: The best food is shiro. The worst food is
dulet.

Helen: Okay, tell us more about the other dishes
on the menu.

Selam: Okay!

[Selam shares information about items
on the menu]

Saron: Okay, that was a lot of information! But
thank you!

Helen: Okay, | think I'm ready to order. | want
injera gqlwa sga.

Saron: And | want injera with bersin.
Selam: Okay I'll go get your order!
Selam: Here is your order!

Helen: 00O this food is good!
Saron: Yes! This food is really good.
Helen: Wow, my hand are so red.

Saron: Yea, mine too. They also smell like
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Helen: Okay, let’s get the bill.
Saron: Okay | can call the waiter. Selammm!
Selam: Hi, would you like anything else?

Helen: No no, we are all set. We are trying to get
the bill.

Selam: Okay. Let me go get your bill.
Selam: Here is your bill.
Saron: Okay thank you.

Helen: WHATT. Hold on now, | know you didn’t
think you were going to pay for the bill.

Saron: | was. It's fine Helen.

Helen: Saron, no no.

Saron: It's fine.
Selam speaks to the audience while
Saron and Helen are fighting: These two

women are crazy.

Helen: Okay okay, it's fine. But | am paying for
the next meal.

Saron: Okay my sister. Let’s finally go home.
Helen: Okay let's go.

Scene: Ended.
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